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The Difficultics and Diſcourage- 
ments which attend the Study of 
the Scriptures in the May of Pri- 
date Judgment; &&. 
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Ina Letter to a Young Clergyman. 1 


ww” 4 
_— — 


SIR, 


Do not wonder at the Surprize with which 
you received, when we were laſt together, 
the Advice I ventur'd to give you in relati- 
on to the Study of the Scriptures. For one 
who is a Clergyman himſelf, to ſeem to diſſuade - 
thoſe of his own Order, from a Study that has ſo 
many Arguments to recommend it; and which, 

in the Opinion of a// good Men, ought to be 
their chief Buſineſs ; has, I confeſs, the appear- 
ance of a ſtrange Paradox, and That of the worſt 
Sort. It looks like Popery and Prieſtcraft ; and 
therefore young and tender Minds may eaſily 
be forgiven, if they ſtartle at the firſt Propoſal 
of it; Thoſe eſpecially, who have a juſt Senſe 
of the Excellency and Inſpiration of the Scrip- | 
tures, and are eagerly bent on the Purſuit of 4 
inch Truths, as more immediately tend to the Mili 
| | | XX | Advance- | || 


= 


(4) 


Advancement of Virtue and Religion. As Tor 


are of that Number, and went into Orders with 
no other View, bur that you might the better 


ſtudy the Soriptures your ſelf, and adyance the 


Knowledge of them in the World ; it was not 
to be expected you ſhould preſently come into 


other Sentiments. Which I am fo far from ta- 


king amiſs, that I think it to your Commenda- 


tion, that neither the Agection, nor Efteem, you | 


ſo often « -xpreſs for an old Friend, could prevail 
with you to act a Part that might have the ap- 
pearance of Levity in a Matter of ſo much Con- 
ſequence. Nor is it leſs for your Credit, that 


vou can retain your Opinion, without loſing 


your Temper, or ſhewing a backwardneſs to hear 
what is to be ſaid againſt it. Moſt Tempers run 


into Extremes: They are either too volatile to 


be fixed; or elſe ſo fixed, that no Force of Argu- 


ment can move them. But Ptis your Happineſs, 


that you -can adhere without Obſtinacy, and 


change without Levity. And therefore I ſhall | 
think it no Trouble to reſume the Subject, and : 


lay before you in the beſt manner J can, the 


Reaſbns that ſeem to make againſt the Study of 


the Scriptures in the way of private Fudgment 

which I hope will not upon cooler Thoughts ap- 
pear ſo ſtrange to you. You will conſider they 
come from one, who 1s not more a Friend to Tor 
than he is to the Church. And, if Examples be 


of any weight, I can aſſure you this Side of the 
Queſtion is by no means deſtitute of Profelytes | 
and that when you come 'to know the World | 
more, you will find this Study neglected to a 


Degree 
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Degree you little imagined. But- tis Nea ſons, 
not Examples, will determine you. To dome 7 
Therefore to them; let me in the ; 
Firſt place, obſerve to you, that the Study of 
the Scriptures, ſuch a rhorough Study of them I 
mean, as you aim at, is extremely difficult, and 
not ro be ſucceſsfully purſued, without a very 
great and conſtant Application, and a previous 
Knowledge of many other Parts of uſeful Learn- 
ing. The New Teſtament cannot be underſtood 
without the Od; The Truths revealed in one, 
are grounded on 'the Propheſies contained in the 
other; Which makes the Study of the Whole 
Scriptures neceſſary to him, that would un- 
derſtand thoroughly a Part of them. Nor 
can the Apocryphal Books, how much ſoever they 
are generally lighted, be ſafely negleQed ; there 
being a great Chaſm of Five hundred Years be- 
tween the End of the Prophets, and the Begin- 
ning of the Goſpel ; which Period is of the 
greateſt Uſe for the "underſtanding of the New 
Teſtiment, and yet is the leaft — But now, 
if the Old Teftament muſt be well ſtudied, a 
300d Knowledge of the Oriental Tongues is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary. No Man can be ignorant, 
who knows any thing of Letters, that no Verſi- 
ons of old Books can be thoroughly depended 
on ; the Miſtakes are ſo many, and ſometimes 
of great Moment ; eſpecially the Verſions of 
Books writ in a Languige little underſtood, and 
many Parts of it in a Style extremely figura- 
rive, and thoſe Figures ſach as theſe Parts of 
the World are almoſt wholly Strangers to. 


„ 


But put the Caſe theſe Difficulties were leſs than 


they are, is it an eaſie Matter to add to Greek and 
Latin the Knowledge of fo many other Langua- 

es £ Do not they Treo alone find Work enough 
Por moſt Scholars > What Pains then muſt a 
Man take, if he will ſtudy ſo many others be- 


ſides ? And if the Knowledge of the Old Teſ- 


Zament could be diſpenced with, give me leave 
to tell you that the Language even of the New 
Teſtament is not to be underſtood with ſo little 
Pains as is commonly imagined. Tis learnt in- 
deed in Schools, and from hence thought to be 
the eaſieſt Greek that can be read; But they 
who have read it in another manner than 


| School-boys, know it to be quite otherwiſe, 


Not to mention the Difficulties peculiar to St 


Paul, whoſe Epiſtles are a very great Part of the 


New Teſtament; Plato and Demoſthenes are in 
many reſpects not ſo hard, as even the eaſter 
Books. The Style indeed in the Hiſtorical/Books, 


is plain and ſimple ; but for all that, even theſe 


Parts have their Difficulty. And the whole is 
writ in a Language peculiar to the Fews The 


Idiom is Hebrew or Syriac, though the Words he 


Gere; which makes ſome Knowledge of thoſe 
Languages, ſtill neceſſar . £57 
Again, though it were not neceſlary to read 

the Old Teftament in the Original, yet the Greek 

Jerſion of it muſt be read, and that carefully; 

it being oftentimes the beſt, if not the only 

Help, to explain the Language of the New ; be- 

ſides that all Citations in the New, are gencral- 

ly made from it. But now, how laborious a 

8 thing 


—_—_— 7 
thing muſt it be, to ſtudy an ill Verſion of a 
very hard Book, which we cannot read in the 
Original? I call it an ill Verſion; for tho? it be 
indeed a very good one, conſidering the Time 
it was writ in; yet as a Verſion, it muſt be al- 
lowed by thoſe who can judge of it, to be far 
from being exact or true. A Man need onl 
S conſult it on ſome hard places in the Pentateuch, 
as well as in the Poetick or Prophetick Books, 
to be convinced of this. *Twas certainly far 
from perfect at firſt; and is made much worſe 
by the Corruptions it has ſuffered in handing 
down to us: So that I may venture to affirm, 
that ſhould any body now-a-days make a Verſion 
ſo imperfect; inſtead of Admiration and Eſteem, 
his Work would be much deſpiſed by moſt of 
our modern Criticks. Be 
I might to theſe add many other Diffioulties 
that attend a ſerious Study of the New Teſta- 
ment. It requires a good Knowledge of the Je- 
 iþ State at the Time of our Saviour's Coming, 
a Knowledge of their Government, Sanedrim, 
Synagogues, Cuſtoms, Traditions, Opinions, 
Seats ; the Kinds of Learning received among 
them; what they borrow'd from the Greeks ; 
when their Myſtical and Allegorical Manner of 
Expounding the Scriptures began, and on what 
Grounds ; what their particular Expectations 
were, in relation to the Meſſiah ; and what they 
taught, and on what Grounds, in relation to An- 
gels, Dæmons, Poſſeſſions, Oracles, Miracles, &c. 
But : tis in vain, you ſay, to tell yeu of Dif- _ 
Feulties ; You are reſolved not to be deterr'd ; 


You 


You have Time before you, good Eyes, a ſtrong = 
Conſtitution, a Mind prepared for Fatigue, a „ 
reaſonable Degree of Skill in the Languages, Nl 5 
and are furniſhed with a competent Knowledge | 5 
in all the Parts of ufeful Learning that are pre- ti 
paratory to this Study; So that Difficulties ani- 
mate rather than diſhearten you. And I am not 
unwilling ſo far to agree, with you,, that were 
there no Objection againſt this Study, but the 
Difficulty , this alone ſhould not deter one who 
is ſo well prepared for it. But if you are a- 
ble to go through ſo /ab9r:0us. a Study, I pre: 
ſume you are not fond of Difficulties for Dif- 
ficulties ſake; You cannot think it reaſonable 
to take ſo much Pains, unlefs it will turn to 
ſome good Atcount, I (hall therefore in the 
IL Second place take leave to ask, Cui bono. 8 What 
Good can come of ſo much Pains? For it may ſeem, 
that a free, ſerious, impartial, and laborious Study 
.of the Scriptures, will be of no great Service, for 
the following Reaſons. + A 
1 ff. Becauſe 'tis plain the Orthodox Faith is not 
founded on a nice and critical Knowledge of the 
. Scriptures. Many of the Antient Chriſtians, 
*twill be allow'd, were not great Criticks; but 
argued very much in a myſtical way. - Origen 
in particular, who was the greateſt Scholar 
Chriſtianity had bred to that time, perpetual 
ly turns the Letter of Scripture into Allegory : 
From whence we may reaſonably conclude, that 
the Knowledge of the bare literal Senſe, was, 
in the Judgment of Many even in thoſe Times, 
thought to be of little Uſe. _ ound: 
1 „ But 


7 


5 


(9), 


But 2dh; Tis certain that the Original Lan- 
guage of the Old Teſtament was known to very 
Few, for the firſt Six"Centurics, in which thoſe 
General 'Cointils were held; wherein all the Ar- 
. ticles of the Orthodox Faith were ſettled. They 
govern'd themſelves and determin'd all their Con- 
troverted Points by the Greek Verſion; And thoſe 
who knew Hebrew beſt, whether they took to the 
myſtical or literal way, had the Misfortune to be 
Leaſt Orthodox. So it was with Origen, who 
knew the Seriptures ſo well, that he had them 


all by heart. And Euſebins and Others, 


ſtudied and underſtood the literal Senſe of the 
Scriptures beſt in the next Ages, ſucceeded lit- 
tle better. So that this Study ſeems to have been 
of little Uſe, to the eſtabliſhment of the Orthodox 
Faith. Now if an Exa& and Critical Knowledge 
of the Seriprures, was not neceſſary to the Settling 
of the Faith; it cannot be neceſſary to the Un- 
derſtanding of it, or to the underſtanding thoſe 
who have writ be# in the Explication and De- 
fenſe of it. On the contrary, ſuch a Knowledge 
tends to leſſen our Eſteem for the Fathers of the 
Church, by diſcovering their Miſtakes ; and may 
weaken our Regard to the Deciſions of Councils, 
by expoſing the Falſeneſs of the Ground they ſeem 
to be built on. A Man well skill'd in the literal 
Senſe of the Scriptures, will often find in the Fa- 
thers and Councils, Texts of Scripture urg'd very 
ſufficiently ; and great Streſs laid upon Paſſages, 
which, when critically explain'd, prove nothing, 
or perhaps make 4 2 them. Which ſug- 
* why It may feem 


geſts to me a thir 


” 


who 


that 
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that ſuck a, Study cam do no Good. And that 
18, r | 
gay, Becauſe the Orthodox Faitk 8 de- 
| pend upon the Scriptures conſid ered abſolutely in 
chemefoen, but as explained by Carholick Tradition. 
The Faith was preſerved in Creeds, and handed 
down: from one Orthodox Biſhop to another, 
whoſe! Buſineſs ir was to keep this Sacred Depoli- 
tum pure and undefiled, and to deliver it to his 
Fucceſſor entire as he received it. It was by this 
Tradition the main Articles of Faith were pre- 
ferved in the Church, and not from any particu- 
hr Study of the Soriptures.. The Ground. there- 
fore of theſe Articles muſt carefully be diſtin 
guiſhed, from the Scriptures: that have. mw 
2 in proof of them. Theſe Proofs may be 
weak and inconclufive ; but the Truth ſtands 
independent of them. "Tis the Faith they had 
received; and if at any time they argue weakly 
for it from the Scriptures, tis an Argument in- 
deed againſt their Learning, but none againſt 
their Orthodoxy. _ 

This therefore may ſeem another good 
ment to prove, that an Exact and Careful Study 
. Seriptures, is not a ſafe and profitable Study. 

is a much ſafer, as well as more compendious 
way to make a Man Orthodox, to er the Tra- 

dition of the Church. 

But you will ſay, that to ſend you from Serip= 
ture to Tradition, is to turn you out of Paradiſe, 
the Garden of God, into a vaſt confuſed bewil- 
dred Wool; and that This is ſo far from mend- 

ing the Matter, that *tis ten tunes more laborious 


tha 
fo, 


ter 


* 
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whatever is neceſſary to be believed, 18 _—_ 


4 tt) 


than the $ tuch I would diffuade-you from. And 
ſo, I confeſs it is; if all the Eccleſiaſtical Wri- 


ters were to be carefully read, in order to know 


f 5 


the Catbalick Tradition. But That is not my 
Meaning. The Subſtance of Catbolick Tradition, 
lies in much leſs Compaſs. The eftabliſhed Church, 
oy will allow, is Orthodox in all neceſſary 

oints. H there fore you know the Senſe of the 


eſtabliſted Church, you have in Epitome the 
Church Cat holick; and therefore you need only 
ſtudy ber Opinions, to make you Orthodox. And 
this, the moſt illiterate Man may find in the 
Liturgy and Articles. This, I truſt, you will 
allow, is as ſbort a way, as could be wiſhed, of 
knowing all that is neceffary to be known. A 
very little time will ſerve a Man to read, in his 
Mather-Tongue, things which altogether will 


not fill a moderate Volume; And he will be 


Orthodox enough, and have a great deal of Time 
to ſpare for other Studies, that will turn to more 
Account, Beſides that tis of great Advantage to 


20 in a Way that is Safe as well as Short ; and 


will lead you into the Knowledge of all uſeful 


dangerous Opinions. 


 4tbl, But if you will infift, that "tis Scripture, 


and not Tradition, that the Faith is founded on; 
there is one thing further I muſt put you in 
mind of, which may ſeem to prove, that a pro- 
found and laborions Study of the Scriptures will 
not make you at all more Orthodox. Tis a 
fundamental Principle among Proteſtants, that 


B 2 


Truths, without the hazard of falling into any 


(129 
and clearly revealed in the Scriptures; and con- b 
ſequently what is not plainly and. clearly revealed le 
in them, cannot be neceſſary. Now if what is n 
plain and clear in Scripture, is the Only Part 1 * 
that is neceſſary to be known, then a laborious 
Search into the obſcurer Parts may ſeem wunneceſ- 
ſary to the obtaining a true Orthodox Faith. N 
But you will ſay perhaps, that, notwithſtanding Y b 
this Declaration of Proteſtants, , it may, and tt. 
has been urged againſt them by their Adverlaries, Y *t 
that they do as and maintain as neceſſary, tl 
Articles that cannot be proved by plain and clear Y h 
Paſſages of Scripture. This, I confeſs, has been o 
urged, and may poſſibly be true of all Parties of Y 7 
them, except the eftabliſhed Church, But if it Y = 
be, it proves only that They are not true to their 
Principle; not that the Principle is not in it ſelf Y f 
True and Good. And He ſurely muſt be al- j 
lowed to be the beſt Proteſtant, who adheres belt 1 
to the Principle on which the Reformation was Y t 
founded. „ © CLOS 
 5zhly, Once more: Suppoſing the Study of | 4 
the Scriptures as neceſſary as you pleaſe; in the f 
laſt place I ſay, and Pm ſure the World will ſay 1 f 
it with me, that they have been ſufficiently ſtu- t 
died alreedy; and if any Parts remain ſtill ob- 
ſcure, who can hope to clear up Paſſages that] e 
have puzzled ſo many great Men ?. or will pre-] | 
ſume in diſputable Points to ſet up his Privat 
Judgment, againſt Them that were Men of more t 
Learning, of abler Parts, of greater Application! 
and better acquainted with the Traditions of tb t 
Church, than any one- will now be allowed 1 1 


a 
be? And (bini is the beſt Guide in the Know- 
ledge of Religion,) they were moreover Men of 
moſt exemplary Piety, Devotion, and Humility , 
Virtues, of which very little F 'ootſteps are to be 
found in the learned Men of our Times. 
Miuſt not now a Man have a ſtrong bent of 
Mind indeed, who cannot by all theſe Reaſons 


s a Abe A BE. Þ} Me... M.. 


be diſſuaded from giving himſelf up to a Study, 
chat may by many be thought as. unprofitable as 
„tis laborious 2. but will 90 on, in defiance of all 
, that has been ſaid to convince him that he waſtes 
* himſelf 1 in vain, and that there will be ng Fruits 


n of all: his Labour, but to know he knows No- 
fl thing? I all That Nothing, which will turn to 
t no Account. 

r But to ſhow vou! am diſpoſed to make all poſ- 
ff ſible Conceſſions; I will grant that even this Oh- 
[- jection might he got over, were this the worſt of 
ſt it: But J have one Argument ſtill in reſerve, 
| that T am perſuaded will be decifive. My 

8 Third Argument then is this; That a Painful, 
Exact, Impartial Study of the Scriptures, will by 
i fome be thought not only to do no Good, but al- 
vl for great deal of ore, both to the Publick and 
to your felf. 

b-Y -- 1/7, It will d Hurt to the Publick. It will 
at diſturb the Peace of the Church, and That cannot 
e but have a malignant influence on the State. 
ll . Tis certain that Diſpates 1 in the Church, diſturb 
re the Pence of it. And 'tis as: certain theſe po 
w putes have been generally raiſed by Men p 

5 tending to a Superiour Knowledge of the * 
o tures, and to Diſcoveries that have eſcaped o- 
2 HEE | thers. 
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thers. The Scriptures have always been made 
this Uſe of by the Hereticks of old; And 'tis the 


Character of the great Hereticks of this and the 


laſt Age; who have ſet up for a Free and Impar- 
tial Search into the literal Senſe of the Scriptures, 
above the reſt of the Chriſtian World: But with 


what Succeſs? They have purchaſed their pre 


tended Knowledge of the -Scriptures at the Ex- 
pence of their K eputation, and their Study has 
deſtroy'd their Orthodoxy. And were not their 
Books and Opinions carefully ſuppreſt, and their 
Perſons render'd odious to the People; who 
knows what Diſturbances they might have created 
to the Church? On the other hand, the Peace 
the Church has enjoyed for many Years among 


its own Members, ſeems to be owing to no one 


thing more, than to a general Negle# of this 
Study; And the Dangers that at preſent threaten 
its Tranquillity, come wholly from Men, who 
have endeavoured to revive a. Study, that has ſo 
often proved pernicious to its Peace. 
Nor can it well be otherwiſe : For what Se- 
curity has a Man that ſets out in this Way ; that 
attempts to ſtudy the Scriptures in a free and im- 
partial manner, laying aſide all Prepoſſeſſions and 
-previous Notions, reſolving to ſee with his own 
Eyes, and judge for himſelf, and to believe no- 


thing that he is not upon his own Search con- 
vinced is clearly contained in them; What Se- 


curity has ſuch a Man, that he ſhall not fall into 


ſome Opinions that have been already condemned 


as erroneous and heretical, or which may in- 
terfere with thoſe that are commonly received? 


, 


1 E 
Which, if they do not immediately ſtrike at any 
Fundamental Point, yet will be thought to do ſo; 


and may have a Tendency to put Scruples into 
weak Minds, and to diſturb the Peace of the 


_ Church, by raiſing Doubts about the Meaning or 


Truth of ſome Articles, or by aſſerting that an 


explicite Belief of them is not neceſſary? *Tis ſo 
natural for curious and inquiſitive Minds to. de- 
viate from the common Road, and the Examples 
are ſo many, that tis odds but Toy do ſo too, 
unleſs you had more Lead in your Conſtitution, 
or a more reſign'd Underſtanding, than any 
curious Man ever had yet: Otherwiſe you cannot 
be ſure, that you flall not ſtudy your ſelf into 


Doubts at leaſt, if not into oppoſite Opinions 


concerning ſome received Notions. Lou will 
doubt perhaps of the Authority or Author of ſome 
Canonical Book, and think perhaps that ſome 
Paſſages are interpolated, or that ſome celebrated 


Texts are not genuine, orſhould be ocherwiſeread, 


or have not been rightly underſtood, or do not 
prove the Point they are commonly brought for. You 
may fall into Notions that will be thought tend- 
ing to Arianiſm or the like. You may reject Ar- 
guments brought from the Old Teſtament, to prove 
the Trinity; as trifling, and proving nothing but 
the Ignorance of Thoſe that make uſe of them. 
You may think a Propheſie has a literal Meaning, 
where commonly the Myſtical is thought the on- 
ly one. You may think that many Texts in the 
New Teſtament, which are ſtrong againſt the 


Scernians, do not prove againſt the Arian No- 
tion. That the Title, Sor of God, has not 


always 
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always one uniform Meaning in the Goſpel; 


and that That ſingle Expreſſion, of it ſelf, is no 
Proof of any thing in God analogous to Genera- 
tion in Men. That the Identical Conſubſtantiality 
of the Son, the Eternal Proteſſion of the Spirit, 
and many other Notions relating to the Trinity, 
tho' they may be true in themſelves, are not ſo 
in Virtue of the Texts a ledged for them. Theſe 


Notions, Learned Men have fall'n into; and 


from thence 'tis to be preſumed, you will not 
eafily keep clear of them. I chuſe to inſtance 
chuetly 1 in Matters relating to the Trinity, becauſe 
tis the Controverſie now on foot: But the like 


may be faid on many orber Articles; in each of 


which the Truth is but One, but the Errors In- 
finite: And there is hardly any Notion with re- 
ſpect to any of them, which ſame learned Man, by 
following his own Private Judgement, inſtead of 

taking the Do&rin eof the Church for hisGuide, 
has not fall'n into. 


Now if you ſhould ſtudy your ſelf into any 


Nero Opinions, or into Old ones that have been 
condemned, what will you do? Will you keep 
them to your ſelf, or publiſh them ? or ſhall 
J rather ſay, Tis no Queſtion > The Au- 
thors of new Notions are apt to be very fond ” 
them; They think it barbarous and cruel, 

ſtifle tlie Infant in its Birth. There isa ſecret Plea. 


ſure in Singularity. To differ from the Vulgar, 


is in appearance to be above them; and to be di- 


flingiiiſbed from the Herd, is too great a Temp- 


tation to be eaſily reliſted. But had you Pru- 


dence enough to govern your Ambition, Conſcience | 


may 
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| may come in here, . make you do what Am: 


| bition could not. The Truths you think you have 
diſcovered, either are, or will be thought 77 Ar | 


of too much Importance to the Honour o 

and the Good of Religion, to be coticeal'd: You 
will look on them as this Blefſmgs of God on your 

Studies; and think it a Capital Crime to _ 

guiſh' the Light, and ſuppteſs the Knowled 

has imparted to you. I fhort, You will unk 


your Telf under the higheſt Obligation not to dif- 


emble in Religious Matters, and conceal from 
the Church of God, Opinions which you ate 


convinced are not only true but of great Servics _ 


to it. Let me then conclude, that the novel or 


revived Opinions which your Seis re you in- 


to, will be publiſhed to the World. What riow 


will be the Conſequence? Certain Miſchief, but 
no certain Good at all; No Good, I fay ; for 


poſſibly yout Notions may be wrong, or not of 
conſequetice and, whether they are ornot, the 
Preſumption againſt you will be ſo ſtrong, that 
your Notions will not be received, and pethaps 
not examin'd : They will be condenned as novel 
Notions, of as exploded ones. And, whatever 
you advance, twill be thought a certain Proof of 
its being of no Conſequence, that in ſo many 
Ages it has never been received. There is no 


room therefore to expect, that what you advance, 


ſhould be received, ot do any Good. But the 


Miſchief is ſure and certain. It will raiſe Scruples 
in weak unſtable Minds, ſap the Foundations of 


the Orthodox Faith, and give a Handle to 


teat Men; who, beemate ſome things are call'd 


G1} into 
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into doubt, (though incidental Matters only and 
of little Conlequence,) will think- they have a 
Right from thence to queſtion everything. Thus 


the Church and eſtabliſh'd Faith will (aff, by the 
Scruplæs put into its Friends, and the Handle 


given to its Enemies. And when Religious Diſ- 
putes are begun, deſigning Men know how to in- 
termix Affairs of State with them; and then no 


body knows where they will end, or what Miſ- 


chief they may not do. Whereas if ou can be 


content to go in the beaten Road; a you will 


#n:»lcitly ſubmit to the received Notions: ; and 
humbly think the Judgment, of the Church, where 
tis not the ſame, better than your own; you will 
be out of Harm 'N Ways. and neither hurt the 
Church nor your ſelf. 
2. Ladd, Your ſelf; as. 8 Motive, that 
ought to have great Weight with you in this 


Queſtion. For you cannot diſturb the Peace of 
the Church, without being greatly a Sufferer Jour | 


ſelf. If you really do not diſturb its Peace, *tis 
all one, you will be interpreted to do it; and. that 
will bring on you more Eyils, than I would with 
to my greateſt Enemy. In a Word, you will be 
thought a Herrick; a "Term, which there is a 


| ſtrange, Magick in; though it has no determinate 
Meaning in the Mouth of the People, nor any | 
il Meaning in it ſelf *Tis ſuppos'd to include 


in it every thing that is bad; it makes every thing 
4h odious and deform 7.5 it diſſolves 2l E riend- 


„ < „ ww 


act 


. (199 
at againſt all Rules of Charity; and the: more 
they violate the Laws of God in dealing with 
him, tis, in their Opinion, doing God the 
greater S ,n. 3554 2765 1147 ig 30 an 
That you may not think this is ſaid at random, 

purely to frighten you into a Compliance with 
me; let me deſire you to conſider ſerioufſy the 
natural Conſequences of being under the Impu- 
tation of Heræſie. And the firſt I would obſerve, 
is, that from the Moment your People have this 
Opinion of you, you are incapacitated from work- 
ing much Good upon them; and That, l'm ſure, 
lo good a Man as you are, muſt think to be a 

great Evil. While they think you Orrhodox, your 
virtuous and inoffenſive Behaviour, your ftri&: 


x 
Sobriety and Temperance, your affable and fami- 
liar Manner of converſing with them, your gene- 
rous and charitable Regard to thoſe who are ſick or 
in diſtreſs; theſe good Qualities, joined to your 
plain and eaſie, but affectionate and moving Man- 
ner of inſtructing them, have a mighty Influence,. 
and you may lead them as you pleaſe : They ad- 
mire and endeavour to imitate your good Example: 
Your virtuous Conduct is a conſtant, though tacit, 
Reproof when they do amiſs : The very Sight of 
you, is a Lecture of Virtue to them; and the 
influence you have already had in the little Time 
vou have been among them, is too viſible to be 
denied. But from the time you are called Here- 
ick, much of the Good you could have done, is 
at an end. Thoſe who before had a ſecret Ve- 
neration of you, think it their Duty to defame 
and injure you: Your Virtue, they call Hypo- 
23-1 --. ns 
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look on you as anabandon'd Wretch; that God hag 
withdrawn his Grace, and that the Devil is at the 


Bottom of all you have been doing: That no- 


thing can better teſtifie their Orthodoxy, than to 
throw off all Regard both to your Doctrine and 
Example; And for fear they ſhould ſeem to be in- 


fected with your Errours, they will return to the 


Vices you had perſuaded them to leave; and, for 
the future, will take effectual care not to be the 
better for you. 5 e 
No body can do much Good, whom the Peo- 
ple do not think a good Man; and That cannot 
be expected, when ſo much Reproach and In- 
fimy will, right or wrong, be heaped on you, 
if you do not continue Orthodox. And this you 
cannot doubt, if you will but reflect on what 
paſſes under your own Eyes, And therefore *tis 
in vain to fancy your Firtue will protect you. No, 


the moſt conſpicuous Virtue will not be believed. 


If you are guilty of no open Vices, ſecret ones 
will be imputed to you; Your Enquiries will be 
called Vain, Curious and Forbidden Studies. 


Pride and Ambition will be ſaid to be the ſecret 


Springs of them: A Search after Truth, will be 
called a Love of Novelty. The àdoubting of a 
ſingle Text, will be Scepticiſm.;, the denial of 
an Argument, a renouncing of the Faith. To ſay 
what the Scriptures nave ſaid, and in the very 


ſame Words too, if not explained in the common 


Way, will be Blaſphemy ; and the moſt ſincere 
Concern for the Honour of Almighty God, you 
cannot be ſure will not be interpreted down-right 


Atheiſm. 


. neee 


by 
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Atheiſm.” Every thing you ay or a, "will habe 


a wrong Turn given it. A Slip of Memory, 
ſhall be made wilful Phevarictidh 92 Miſtake in 
2 Citation, Forgery and Corruption; ; An Errour 
m an incidental Point of Learning, ſhall be 2 


good Proof, that you 'know Not hing; Every un 


accurate Ex -preflion, ſhl'be preſſed into a Crime, 
Any little Warmth of Ts hall be aggrava 
ted into Pride and Poſitiveneſs, into a Contempt 


of Authority, and ill Manners. In ſhort, all the 


Indiſcretions of a Man's former Life ſhall be ript 


up; and nothing forgiven, that can be remem- 


bred or ſtrained to his Diſadvantage. And Where 
is the Man that can be fond of ſack Uſage? For 
my part, I am free to declare, I am afraid I ſhould 
not have Virtue or Courage enough, to undergo 


| ſuch ] = Trial. 


Now all this a Man will draw upon himſelf, 
that brings himſelf under the Imputation of He- 
reſie: Whereas the Orthodox Man lives quiet and 
at eaſe, unmoleſted and unenvied. His Faults 
(and who has not ſome 9) ſhall be extenuated or 
excuſed, if not quite buried in oblivion ; His 
want of Temper, ſhall be a commendable Zeal 3 
his Indiſcretion, Good Nature; his Miſtakes 
ſhall be imputed to Haſte or Inadvertency and, 
when they cannot be defended, it will be argued 
in his Favour, that the greateſt Men ſometimes 


err, and the Writers of the firſt Rank are not al- 


ways in the right; Or perhaps a Miſtake ſhall 


turn to his Advantage; It will be ſhown to be : 
an Errour on the right Side, and that a good 


Cauſe drew him into it. His Learning on the 
Kg other 
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other Hand ſhall be magnified beyond meaſures, 


every body will be full of his good Qualit. 
and his Virtues ſhall be ſet in 4 beſt Lig ht 
ſhew themſelves and cover his Faults: Wr word, 
Orthodoxy attones for all Vices, and Hereſie extin- 
ouiſhes all Virtues. That this is nothing but-the 


bare Truth, I appeal to what you every Day hear 


and ſee your ſelf. 


| There are, you know, Two Clergymen of the 


Town, who have ſtudied themſelves i into Hereſy, 
or at leaſt into a Suſpicion of it: Both of them 
Men of fair unblemiſhed Characters. One has all 
his Life been cultivating Piety and Virtue and 
good Learning. Rigidly conſtant himſelf in the 
publick and private Duties of Religion ; and al- 


ways promoting in Others, Virtue and ſuch 


Learning as he thought would conduce moſt to 
the Honour of God, by manifeſting the Great- 
neſs and Wiſdom of his Works, He has given 
the World ſufficient Proofs that he has not miſ- 
ſpent his Time, by very uſeful Works of Philo- 


ſophy and Mathematicks. He has applied One to 


the Explication of the Other, and endeavoured by 


Both to diſplay the Glory of the Great Creator, 


And to his Study of Nature, he early join'd the 


Study of the Scriptures; and his Attempts, what- 


ever the Succeſs be, were. at leaſt well meant: 
And, conſi idering the Difficulty of the Subjects 


he has engaged in, it muſt be allowed that in the, 


main they are well aimed. And if he has not ſuc- 


ceeded, no more have others who have medled 
with the ſame Subjects. Nor is he more to be 


ef, than they. To be blamed, did I ſay? 
- I ſhould 
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I ſhould have ſaid, not leſs to be commended. ' For 
ſure *tis a commendable Deſign, to explain Scrip- 
ture- Difficulties, and to remove the Objections of 
profane Men, by ſhewing there is nothing in the 
- Sacred Writings, but what is true and rational. 
But what does a Life thus ſpent, avail > To 
what Purpoſe ſo many watchful Nights, and 
weary Days? So much Piety and Devotion? So 
much Mortification and Self-denial > Such a 
Zeal to do Good, and to be uſeful to the World? 
So many noble Specimens of a great Genius, 
and of a fine Imagination? 'Tis the poor Man's 
Misfortune, (for Poor he is, and like to be, not 
having the leaſt Preferment,) to have a warm 
Head, and to be very zealous in what he thinks 
the Cauſe of God. He thinks Prudence, the 
worldly Wiſdom condemned 'by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles ; and that *tis groſs Prevarication and 
Hypocriſie, to conceal the Diſcoveries he con- 
ceives he has made. This Heat of Temper be- 
trays him into ſome indiſcreet Expreſſions and 
haſty! Aſſertions. Deſigning to hurt no body, 
he fancies no body deſigns to hurt Him, and is 
{imple enough to expect the ſame favourable Al- 
lowances will be made to him, that he ſees made 
to thoſe who write againſt him. As to his 
| Learning, *tis his Misfortune that he 1s not 
I *killd enough in the learned Languages, to be a 
great Critick in them; and yet ſeems not to 
I be ſenſible of his Deficiency in this reſpect. - 
And what Advantage is taken of this, that 
Ihe has not 1% Heat and more Criticiſm. His 
I Learning is treated in that manner, that you 
2 1 would 


( 
would think he did not know the firſt Elemerits 
of Greek, though even in That, he is much ſy- 
periour to moſt of thoſe who make ſo free witli 
him: And you every Day hear his Per forman- 
ces run down as Whimſeys and Chimera's, by 
Men who never read them, and, if they did, could 
not underſtand them. Nor does his Warmth of 
JTemper come off better: *Tis all over Obftinacy, 
Pride and Heretical Pravity; a want of Modeſty 
and due Deference to juſt Authority. They that 
ſpeak moſt favourably, look. upon him as craz/'d, 


and little hetter than a Madman. This as the 


poor Man's Character; and, low- as he is, they 
cannot be content to leave him quiet in his Po- 
verty. Whereas, had he not been early poſſeſt 
with a paſſionate love for the Scripturè and Phi- 
loſophy; had he not thought it his Duty above 
all things to promote the Glory of God, and 
been perſwaded That could no way be ſo well 
done as by the Study of his Word and Works:; 
tis more than probable he had at this time been 
Orthodox: And then, inſtead of his preſent 
Treatment, his Faults would have been over- 
look'd ; the Learning he excells in, would have 
been extoll'd, and no Defe& would have been 
found in other Partsof it: He would have been 
_ cried up as an Ornanament of the Age, and no 
Preferment would have been denied or envied 
him. | N | 28 1 
This you know to be the Caſe with One of the 
New Hereticks. The Other is ſo prudent in his 
Conduct, that he comes under but a Suſpicion of 
favouring the ſame Notions. How now is He 

| treated? 


0 
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treated > Prudence in Him, is as great a Crime 
as the want of it in the Other. The imprudent 
Man 1s treated as a Madman and a rank Arian < 
The Prudent one, is leſs a Heretick, but-more dan- 
gerous . Sobrius acceſſit tad er Eccleſam; F 


and therefore the greater Alarm muſt be rais' 


againſt Him: And what has He done? Why, 
he has with a great deal of Pains brought toge⸗ 
ther in the beſt Manner he could, all che Paſfa- 
ges in the New Teſtament relating tothe Doctrine 
of the Trinity. And ſo fir, his Work is what 
thoſe who differ from him, ſhould be pleaſed _ 
with; ſince he has brought the Materials tOJe- 


ther, to enable Men to form a right Judgment | 


of the Queſtion in Diſpute 3 and has put into | 
their Hands, if he be in the wrong, the beſt 
Weapons againſt himſelf. But he has interpreted 


ſome Texts, in a manner that is not liked: *Tis 


true, he has ſo ; but not once, that I remember; 
has he given an Interpretation that is purely of 
bis own Head, He brings great Vouchers, and; 
if he errs, it is always in good Company - This 
is his Offence : He has maintained with many 
others,particularly with the late Dean of St Paul's, 
in oppoſition to Sabellianiſm, that the Three 
Per ſons of the Trinity are Three real diſtin Be- 
ings : and the belief of Three really diſtinct Be- 
ings perfeftly Equal, he maintains with Dr South 
to be Tritheiſm : And that there mu? therefore 
be a Subordination. Now whether this Notion be 
right, or not; if He cannot eſcape ill Treatment, 
10 me leave to ſay, that if your Study ſhould 
ead you into any Cons contrary to what is 


en 
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generally received, Tou can with no Reaſon ex- 
pect better Quarter. He is a Man who has all the 
good Qualities that can meet together, to re- 
commend him. He is poſſeſt of all the Parts 
of Learning that are valuable in a Clergyman, 
in a Degree that few poſſeſs any /ingle one. He 
has joined to a good Skill in the three Learned 
Languages, a great Compaſs of the beſt Philo- 
ſophy and Mathematicks ; as appears by his La- 
rin Works; And his Engliſh ones are ſuch a Proof 
of hisown Piety, and of his Knowledge in Divini- 
ty, and have done ſo much Service to Religion, as 
would make any other Man, that was not under 
the Suſpicion of Hereſie, ſccure of the Friend- 
ſhip and Eſteem of all good Churchmen, eſpecial- 
ly of the Clergy. © And to all this Piety and 


Learning, and the good Uſe that has been made 
of it; is added a Temper happy beyond Kxpreſſion: 


A ſweet, eaſie, moJeſt, inoffenſive, obliging Be- 
haviour, adorn all his Actions: 2 and no Paſſion, 
Vanity, Inſolence, or Oftentation, appear either 
in what he Writes or Says: And yet theſe Faults 
are often incident to the beſt Men, in the free- 


doms of Converſation, and in writing againſt im- 


pertinent and unreaſonable Adverſaries, eſpeci- 
ally ſuch as ſtrike at the Foundations of Virtue 
and Religion. This is the Learning, this the 
Temper of the Man, whoſe Study of the Scriptures 


has betrayed him 1 into a Suſpicion of ſome Here- 


tical Opinions: And becauſe it has, he mult be 
blackened and defumed; he muſt be worried out 


of the great and clear Reputation he is pofſeſſed F 


= h he that has lo many ſhining * 
mu 
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muſt be inſulted by every worthleſs Wretch, as if 


he had as little Learning and Virtue as the low- 
eſt of thoſe who are againſt him. What Prote- 


ction now can yon promiſe your {elf from your 
Virtue, when a Man of ſich a Character cannot 


be ſafe in his good Name? Whatever therefore 


you do, be Orthodox : Orthodoxy will cover a 


Multitude of Sins, but a Clond of Tirtues cannot 
cover the want of the minuteſt Particle of Or- 


:hodoxy. EE 
Tis expected, no matter how unreaſonably, 
that a Man ſhould always adhere to the Party he 


has once taken : *Tis the Opinion of the World, 
that he is all his Life bound by the Subſcriptions 
he made in his firſt Years; as if a Man were as 


wiſe at Twenty-four, and knew as much of the 
Scripture and. Antiquity and could. judge as 


well of them, as he can at Fifty. And yet if a 
Man will be ſtudying theſe things, he cannot be 


ſure he ſhall continue a Year together in the 


ſame Sentiments And, if he ſhould not, he muſt 
either ſtifle his Perſuaſion, againſt the Dictates of 
his Conſcience ; or be expos'd to the worſt 
Treatment, to be call'd a Renegado, a Falſe Bro- 
ther, a Heretic, or any thing that Malice can 


ſuggeſt. 7 
But I have not yet done. This is not the 


worſt of it. This perhaps you may pretend to 


deſpiſe, and not care what the World ſays of you, 
ſo long as your Conſcience cannot reproach you. 
Well ; let then all Concern for Reputation go : 
Can you be Proof againſt one farther Conſequence 


of lying under the Imputation of Herefie £ Can 
| "DD 3 = vou 
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you hear to ſee your: ſelf, your Wife and Chil- 
dren, ruin'd and undone : 2 This, I ſee, ſtartles 
ou. But you ask; What Danger can there 
be of that? An Engliſhman, you fay, is out of 
the Reach of Perſecution or an Inquiſition : That 
Spirit, God be thanked, is baniſhed the Land; 
and even convict Hereticks are protected from the 
Flames. Very true; The Spirit of Perſecution 
is either gone, or is difarm'd: and That I look on 
as one of the invaluable Bleſſings of the Revolu- 
tion: But can you be ſure it will not return? 
And ſuppoſe it will not; Are you therefore ſe- 
cure, that an Imputation of Herefie will not end 
in the Ruine of your ſelf and Family. You and 
your Children will not be hunt indeed; but you 
may be as effectually ruin'd, as if you were. You 
may be excommunicated ; and in Virtue of That 
be thrown into Jail, to rot there, while your 
Family are ſtarving. And, (which cannot be too 
well conſider'd,) when once you come into thoſe 
Circumſtances, what is there can deliver you ? 
Your Puniſhment will laſt and be the ſame, as 
Jong as you continue in the ſame Mind. A Rule 
of Puniſhment peculiar to the Eccleſiaſtick State. 
In Civil Caſes, the Offender, if his Crime be not 
Capital, ſaffers a Temporary: Puniſhment, propor- 
= tiolrd to the Fault he has committed; and when 
he has undergone that, nothing further is requi- 
red of him, except in ſome Caſes to find Securi- 
ty for his good Behaviour for the future. But 
in Caſes of Hereſie, there is no regard to the De- 
gee of the Offence, in the Puniſhment inflicted. 
Nor i is there gan End of it, *Tis not enough to 


have 
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 curity of not offending for the future; The in- 


changed his.Sentiments, and is become Orthodox; 2 


is a Thing not in his own Power, but depen 
on the Evidence that appears to him : He muſt 
for ever (cruel Juſtice !) far ever ſuffer for his 


own Heart J 


ed, will not fatisfie the Holy Office : Nor can 


niſhment can only end with it. 


municated for Hereſie has a ſad Time of it. 
if he does not recant, he is (as T have ſaid) in Pri- 


= IS 
have faffer'd the AL Pupilhment, though for 
the ſmalleſt Offence ; tis not enough to give Se- 


nocent Offender muſt declare (what ? tis. often- 
times impoſſib! ble he ſhould declare,) that he has 


and This, though perhaps no Methods of Con- 
vidtion have been uſed, except that of Puniſhment 
be one. This is the miſerable Candition of a Con- 
vil Heretick + The Puniſhment which fell on 
him for expreſſing Thoughts Heretical, he muſt | 
continue to endure for bar ey F binking : 5 a | 


Private Thoughts (tho' they go not beyond his 


the Puniſhment which ſome Overt- 
Act has once drawn upon him. To puniſh Tories 
quoties, as often as thoſe Over-Acts are repeat- 


forbearance of ſuch Acts avail any thing, 8 | 
Promiſe of Silence for the future; which yet is 
all that 1 is in a Man's Power. No; he muſt e- 
cant, whether! he can or not; and generally tis 
required to be done in Words drawn up for 
him: So that if he do not ſee reaſon to change 

his Opinion, and will not ſay he has changed, 
when he has not; he is in for Life, and his Pu- 


Indeed, on every Suppoſition, a Man excom- 
For 


ſon for Life, and his Family mult ſtarve; and 
WF: 


% 
if he does recant, what does he get by it: His 
Liberty indeed, but What elſe 2 Will People 
believe he 1s ſincere? Will they not think his Re- 


cantation looſely drawn in favour of him, to 


make 1t a Recantation in Appearance only ? Or, 
if it be in the ſtrongeſt Words, will he not, if he 


ſubmit to it, be ſuſpected to equivocate > Will 


they not expect the Reaſons of his Change? Will 
they not ask, (if he ſays no more for the Ortho- 
dox Side than has been ſaid before,) why, if 
theſe Reaſons are convincing now, he did not 
think them ſo before? Will they not conclude, 
that to him they are inconcluſive ſtill; unleſs he 
can find better Reaſons than the beſt that had been 
before offered him? Which I take to be a Con- 
tradition. And will it not be argued from 
thence, that he is not changed? that *tis the Pu- 
niſhment only, and not his Opinions, he would 
leave? So that if he continues in his Opinions, 
he muſt lie under all the ?3famy and Puniſhment 
of Hereſie; and if he docs not, vet it will be 
ſuppos'd he does. He 1s puniſh'd for acting ac- 
cording to his Conſcience; and, if he would leave 
the Hereſie imputed to him, He will be {aid to act 
againſt his Conſcience; and perhans be reputed a 
2worſe Man than he was before. 3hus in all E- 
vents : once a H»retick, and always miſerable. 
The Reputation, (change, or not,) is never to 
be retrieved ; no Preferment or Employment to 
be hoped for. He will always be ſuſpe&ed of Hp- 
reſie, who is once guilty ; and his Wife and 
Children muſt ſee him the perpetual Subject of 
Reproach and Obloquy ; and feel it too: Feel 
| | 1 


them, ſhall oftentimes eſcape unpuniſhed ; 


cially if a Man be very Orthodox. Rut if they, 
ſon of the Offender. 


Cai” 


it in their Character, feel it in their Maintenance : 
as if the Children of a Heretick were a Brood of 


Monſters, a Nuiſance to the Commonwealth, 


and infected the very Air they breath in. 


Theſe Misfortunes, a Man of the moſt unble- 


miſbec Life may draw upon himſelf. and F amily, 


it he will be medling with ſo dangerous a Study, 
and cannot in Conſcience diſſemble the reſult of 
it. Misfortunes, which the vileſt, lewdeſt; moſt 
immoral Wretch upon Earth, is in no danger of. 
The greateſt Immoralities, nay, a long Courſe of 
eſpe. 


do not, the Puniſhment extends only to the Per- 
It derives no Infamy on 
bimſelf if he reforms, nor on his Children if he 
do not. They are rather pirzed for having ſuch, 
a Father, and every body is willing to be kind to 
them. Who now, after this, can be fond of a. 
Study, that may bring on him, let him be never. 
ſo innocent, ſuch a Load of Miſery and Infamy, 
a Load without Meaſure and without End? And 
if this will be the Conſequence of Excommunica- 
tion, tell me how much hetter *tis than Perſecu- 
inn.. 85 1 
But you will ſay, that *tis poſſible a Man's 
Studies may not lead him into any Heretical O- 
pinion ; and if they ſhould, yet *tis not very ea- 
fie to convict a Heretick, or to ſay what is Here- 
fie. To the firſt, J have already ſaid enough: 

As to the other, I confeſs *tis not very eaſie to 
convict a Man of Herefie, The Law ſeems to be 
deficient in this Point; But Who knows how 
5 i 2 10015 
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| ſooti this Befie rity be ſupply'd by a new Lam ; 
Ahd in the mean time, it ma be difficult indeed 
to convict a Man f Hereſie; but perhaps it 
may be found not to be 2/0 Be. And, if it 
ſhould, *tis bi t changing the Word, and the Of- 
fender may e come upon eaſily enough. If, 
| through a Defect in the Laws, he cannot be « con- 
victed of Hei eſis, He may however be convicted 
of Writing or Speaking #);ainſt the eſtabliſhed Do- 
ctrine of the Church; and That will draw on 
him all the ame Conſequences, that Herefs ewould 
do. For Hergſie is the oppoſing the Doctrine of the 
| Catbolick Church, But the Doctrine of the H. 


bliſbed Church, will readily be ſuppoſed to be the 


Doctrine of the Catholicł Church; and therefore 


to oppoſe the Doctrine of one, is in effect to op- 
poſe both. So that a Man halt be deemied a He- 


#2tick to all Intents and Purpoſes, and ſentenced 


to the ſame Puniſhment; though in the Sentence 


it ſelf, for his Comtort, the Word Hereſie may be 
left out. 

But you are willing to think the Temper of 
the Engliſh Clergy more moderate, and the ge- 
nerality of them averſe to every thing that looks 
like the Spirit of Popery; as the ruining of a 
good Man, merely for Matters of Opinion, muſt 
de allowed to do. I with you may find it fo, if 
ever there ſhould be occalion. I confeſs there has 
appear'd a good Spirit, a very Humane and Chriſti- 
an Temper in Some late Writings, where perhaps 


it was not much expected; but for all that, I 


muſt beg leave to differ from you. If indeed no 


Ohe would judge in a Cauſe he did not under- 


ſtand; 


A 


r 1, Te * 


APE IT. 


that he had conſider'd the Matter, and would 


neceſfary to come to ſuch Extremities. But give 


1 


TY 
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ſtand; if no one were allowed to underſtanda 


the Senſe of Seripture and of Primitive. Anti qui- 
y; if no one were eſteemed to know Scripture 
and Antiquity, but thoſt who had fudied them 
well, who had read them carefully with cheir o 
Eyes, and did not take the Senſe of them por. 
Truſt from Modern Writers; if the Argument: 
for his Opinion were to be examined, befoirk his 

Opinion were condemned; if a Man, before he 
gave his Vote, were to lay his Hand upon his 

Heart, and declare himſelf thus qualified to judge, 


Cauſe of Hereſie, but who was a good Judge of 


ſpeak nothing but what he Thought ; 'On theſe 
Suppoſitions, I am apt to think, a number of 
Judges would not very eafilv be found; and, | 
when they were, it may reaſonably be preſumed - 
that they, would not be very forward to con- 
demn. They would be ſenſible there was room 
for honeſt Minds to be miſ-led, from what they 
had read and obſerved themſelves; They would 
know that there is more to be ſaid on the other 
Side, than the Generality at all dream of; They 
would be careful how they diſcourag'd Learning, 
by diſcouraging the Enquiries of learned Men. 
They would be very unwilling a Man ſhould 
ſuffer by their Sentence, whoſe Life they are 
ſure is innocent and virtuous, but whoſe Opini- | 
ons they cannot be fo ſure are falſe or dangerous. 
They know Diſcouragements in Learning and 
Virtue to be of ſuch ill Confequence, that a Man's 
Opinions muſt be very bad indeed, to make it 


2 me 


Doctrine ofs aue 20g Antiquity, And 


Learning or] Reading is neceſſary to make any 


1 * 4 1 #t £ * 


Thought, and have lockt into the Principles of 
Things, know that ꝛvritten Laws are but De- 
ductions of the Law of Nature, which is prior 
to all Humane Inſtitutions : That theſe ſometimes 


deviate from that unwritten Lam; and, when 


they, do, are of no real intrinſick Authority. 
Tacy know that a thing is not uf? and reaſona- 


ble becauſe. it is enacted; but, in good Govern- 
ments, is enacted, becauſe *tis juft and reg ſona- 


ble; they know that Laws are ſometimes obtain'd 
by Surprize or Corruption, by Farty- management, 
by Craft or Superſtition. They know that Pe- 
nal Laws in Matters of Religion, are ſeldom ad- 


viſeable. They would not eaſily contribute to the 


making them; and, when they are made, would 


be $151 to have them generally lie Dormant. 


Jug, know that no Authority of Man can alter 


tne Nature of Things, or juſtifie a Cruel or Un- 


juft Sentence in the Sight of God. They are ſure, 
that if to puniſh Men for their Opinions be not 
very right, there is no Medium, it muſt be very 
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the utmoſt Efforts of their 
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207018. Tis publick Robbery* or Murder to de- 
pries a Man of His Life or Goods, for His Neligl- 


on; if it be not Juft in it * to do ſo, as well 
as Legal. 


Some perhaps may think i in this manner; but 


theſe muſt be Men of refin'd and exalted Un- 


derſtindings; and therefore muſt be very Fete. 
The Generality think they may do Fuſtly what- 
ever they can do Legally. And it is, no doubt, 
for Them, a good Rule. They cannot judge of 
the Nature of Things for themſelves ; and there- 


fore the Law is the moſt proper Guide and Dire- 
ction they can have. As long therefore as there are 


Laws to puniſh the flerters of Heretical Opint- 


ons, or ſuch as oppoſe the eſtabliſhed DoFrinies ; 


you may depend on it, they will not be ſuffered 


to lie dormant. There will never be wantins 


great Numbers, who will call aloud to have them 


put in execution; and they will think their Zeal 


in this Matter, the belt Service they can do the 


Church. 
This is Humane Nature: : Thus it has Bern! in 
all Times. And no Experience of the Miſchief 


done to Chriſtianity by a forwardneſs to pro- 


nounce Anathema's on thoſe who diſſent from 
the received Opinions, will make us wiſer. It may, 
doubt not, be demonſtrated with the greateſt E- 
vidence, chat all Chriſtian Churches have ſuffered 


more by their Zeal for Orthodoxy, and by the 
than from 


violent Methods taken to promote it: 
greatef Endinivs: But, 


for all that, the World will ſtill think the fame 
Methods neceſſary. The ſame Zeal, will prompt 
1 | 
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to the fame. Perſecutions or Proſecutions, (call 
them which you will,) without conſidering that 
the ſame Ang muſt 1 produce, at 
long-run, the ſame fatal Conſequences. 

Let me therefore entreat you, not to fancy 
the World is alter'd in this Point. Do not think 
your Opinions cannot ruin you, becauſe 'tis not 
reaſonable they ſhould. Do not flatter your ſelf, 


that Temper, Prudence and Moderation, can in Re- 


ligious Controverſies get the better of indiſcreet 
_ Zeal, Bigotry and Superſtition. In ſhort ; be not 
haſty 1 in eſpouſing of Opinions, which can have 
no other Effect, but to lay the heft Men at the 
Mercy of the work. Every mean Perſon, who 
has nothing to recommend him but his Orchodoxy, 
and owes that perhaps wholly to his Ignorance, 
will think he has a Right to trample on you with 
Contempt; to aſperſe your Character with vi- 
rulent Reflections; to run down your Writings 
as mean and pitiful Performances, and give hard 
Names to Opinions he does not underſtand; Which 


you muſt bear, without the leaſt hopes of being 


heard a Word 1n your Defenſe. 


Let me obſerve one thing more ; that *tis the 


Misfortune of a Clergyman, that he is confined 
to One Profeſſion. Other Men, if they cannot 
live in one Way, are at liberty to try another 
But a Man who has once the indelible Character, 
muſt live by the one Profeſſion he has made his 
Choice. If therefore That Livelihood be taken 


from him; tis in vain he has Learning, Parts, 
Induſtry, and Application. He will not be allow- 


ed to take any other C gut to repair the Loſs he 
W 


nt tl ac. 


Time, and Fortunes, and Studies, have been ſpent 
to make him uſeful in that one Profeſſion; and, 


and muſt abide by it. This then is the unhap- 


a good Lawyer, Phyſician, Merchant, or Mecha- 
living comfortably, at leaſt, and reputably, are 


can, that the Advice I give you is not the Ad- 


of the greateſt Men. For name me any one of 
the Men moſt famed for Learning in this or the 
laſt Age, who have ſerionfly turned themſelves 


gerand Caſaubon to the preſent Time. Capellus 


but they met with ſuch Uſage, that one has lit- 


always Sir Iſaac Newton ) in Philoſophy, Aſtro- 
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ſuffers by his Opinions as a Clergyman. - His 
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if he had Abilities to maintain himſelf in any 
other, tis too late: He has made his Choice, 
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py Dilemma a repited Heretick is reduced to; 
he will neither be ſuffer'd to keep the Profeſſion, 
nor to leave it; he ſhall neither live in it, nor out 
of it, So that, notwithſtanding his Learning, 
Parts, Virtue, and Induſtry ;, tho? he could make 


nick; if he be not Orthodox, all poſſibilities of 
taken from him. Go now, and think, if you 


vice of a Friend. *Tis the Advice of one who 
loves Virtue and Learning, who is a Friend to 
all good Men, and is in particular greatly con- 
cern'd for your Succeſs and Advancement in the 


World. Tis Advice ſeconded by the Examples 


to the Study of the Scriptures. I might name 
to you the moſt eminent Men down from Scali- 


indeed, and the excellent CG; ius, are Exceptions; 
1 
tle Encouragement from their Examples. But | 


not to go beyond our own Gountry ; Who are | 
the Men that have excelled moſt (excepting 


nomy 2 


nomy and Mathematicks? Have they not been 
Clergymen ? And was not their Skill in theſe Sci- 
ences, the Effect of their great and conſtant Ap- 


plication to them? Was not That Time ſpent in 


Theſe Studies, that you think ſhould have been 
applied to the Study of the Scriptures ? On the 
other hend, take out Two or Three from ſo 
great a Body, and where 1s there a Clergyman of 
a great Genius, and that has made a chief Fi- 
gure in the Learned World, that has writ upon 
the Scriptures 2 at leaſt with any maſterly Skill 
in Critickx? V 
And what is it, that all this can be imputed 


to? Did theſe learned Men decline this Study, 


becauſe they wanted the Abilities proper for it? 
Surely That will not be ſaid of Men of their 
conteſt Learning. Or was there want of Inclina- 
tion and Good-will to it? No, they were Men 


of Virtue, and good Proteſtants, as well as Scho- 


lars and Men of Letters. What then? Did 
they, who have taken ſo much Pains upon other 
Books, and with ſo much Succeſs, think he 
Scriptures the only ones that needed not their 
Help? Neither can That be pretended. They 


ſaw the Sacred Books, through the Injury ' of 


Time and the Ignorance of Seribes, had ſuffer d 
as well as others; and much more by falſe and 
abfurd Interpretations. To be plain: The One 
Thing that turned them from ſo noble and ne- 


ceflary a Study, was the want of Liberty, which, 
in this Stzdy Only, is denied Men. They found 


it was dangerous to examine impartially and 


ſpeak Freely, that they muſt write without Li- || 


berry, 
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convinced them were the only true ones. But 


ſubmit to; For Men to have Eyes and Under- 


cho could not be idle, but to turn to ſome ut her 
Study, in which, without fear of Danger or 
Offenſe, they might freely go whither Truth 


on the whole Body of the Scriptures. 


cf 


berty hat i 

packed of them, to ſtrain all their Wit and 
earning to patronige and palliate groſs Errours, 

inſtead of expoſing: e of them; and to 

ſupport the received Interpretations, however 

abſurd, inſtead. of ſuch as.Reaſon and Learning 


This was a Task, which Men of ingenuous Minds, 
whoſe Integrity and Love of Truth was equal to 
their Penetration and great, Abilities, could nat 


ſtandings of their own, and yet not to ſee or un- 
derſtand, but as they were bid, and That by 
Men who could not ſee or underſtand them- 
ſelves; 6; dgyanicr ne3ype! To make ſuch a blind 
Uſe of their Learning and Abilities, was, they 
thought, to pervert the very End of them, and 
really to diſhonour God, whoſe Service. they 
were given for. Since therefore they could 
not bear the Thoughts of ftudyirg the Scrip- 
tures on theſe Terms, no. Part was left Men 


and Reaſon led. The Conſequence of which, 
beſides the Improvements made in Arts and 
Sciences, has been, that many of them have ſe- 
arately made more good Emendations, and 
happily explained more Difficulties, in the ſmal- 
leſt Pagan Writer, than they have done, take 
them All together, in Two Hundred Years up- 
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whit then WE. 3 adviſe Wu, is, to follow 


fach Examples. Turn your ſelf to the Study of 
the Heathen Hiſtorians, Poets, Orators, and Ph 
Toſophers. Spend Ten or Twelve Tears upon 


H. grace or Terence, TO illuſtrate a Billet-doux, 


or a Drunken Catch ;; to explain an obſcene Feſt; 
to make 4 happy Enendarion, on a Paſſage that 


a modeſt Man Sala bluſh at; will do you more 
Credit, and be of greater Setvice to you; than 


tlie moſt uſeful Employment of your Time 


upon the Scriptures , ; unleſs you can reſolve to 


conceal your Sentiments, and ſpeak always with 


i the Vulgar: You ſee a preſent Example in the 


great Bently What a Reputation has he ac- 


quir'd by the noble Edition he has given, us 
of Horace? How are his Abilities confeſs'd 
and admir'd by all? But had the fame Geni: 
us, the ſame Sagacity and Labour, been appli- 


ed to the Study of the Striptures, to Settle 


| the Text 'n doubtful Places, to Mend corrupt- 


ed ones, Explain hard ones, Fix the Meaning 


of obſcure ones, and to Trace out the literal 
Senſe where it can be done; ſhould he, I ſay, 


have attempted a Work of this Kind; inſtead of 


Thanks and Applaute, *tis more than proba- 
ble he would have been treated as a raſh Man, 


of no Judgment, of little Learning, and leſs 


Religion; and, if his Works had been ſenten- 


ced to the F lames, a Majority would have been 
for throwing him! in after them. | 
Confider well therefore, how vou engage 
where there is no Retreat, no Repentance, no 
room for Pardon, if you once offend. Vou 


have 
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4 Way of making a 


and expoſe you. to 
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; have Two Ways before you. One will enable 


you to be uſeful in the World, without great 


Trouble to your ſelf 5 it will crown your 


Labours with Succeſs ; 5 it will bring you Re- 
putation and Eſteem; it will put you into 

decent Proviſion for your 
Family, and giving a good Education to thoſe 


aal fine. Children God has. bleſſed you, with, 
vou may have mech more. Ihe Other 


1 

al it ft Gels fatigue you with, many Difficulties, 

4 moſt fatal Conſequences | ; 
It will draw on you an inſupportable Load of In- 
famy, as a Diſturber of the Church, and an 
Enemy to the Or:hodox Faith; and in all pro- 
bability end in the extreme Poverty and Ruin 
of your ſelf and Family, Which God forbid 
ſhould ever be the Caſe of one who has no 
otter Views but to dedicate his Life to God's 
Service- Tat 
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The CONCLUSION, 


FTER all that has been faid. in this long 
oY Letrer, I am perſuaded that Many Readers 
- will ſtill think what is here advanced, a ſtrange | 
Paradox, or perhaps be ſcandalized at it as a very 
wicked one; and will on no Terms allow, that 
Clergymen ſhould lay aſide what ought to be 
their chief” Study. And, to be ingenuous, I will 
confeſs I am entirely of the [ ame Mind. I am as 
unwilling, as They can be, 15 admit the Concl u- 
fin, that the Srudy of rhe Scriptures ſhould be 
deſerted: and yet cannot deny, hut, humanely 
ſpeaking, this muſt he the Conſe 17 from 
theſe Premiſes. If therefore we will not allow 
the Concliiſion, we muſt ſhow the Premiſes to be 
-untrue, and that This Study will not be atten- 
ded with ſo much Danger. But This we in vain 
attempt, If we do not our Parts at leaſt, that theſe 
may not be the Conſequences. For as long as 
they are, the Study of the Scriptures will cer- 
tainly continue to be negledted, as it Now is; 
And all Men who contribute to theſe Conſequen- 
ces in any Degree, do ſo far diſcourage the Stu- 
dy of the Scriptures, whatever they pretend. | 
In Truth, there is nothing more abſurd, than 
to ſay the glorious Things we do daily of the 
Scriptures; and, at the ſame time, make the 
Study of chem, to Men of lincere and honeſt 
Minds, ſo extremely hazardous and inconvenient. 
If then we would not be guilty of diſcouraging 
a Study, which we AcKNOWIcOge to be the. great 
Hug 
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Dury of the Clergy, as we are Chriſtians ; If we 
would be true to the Fundamental Principles, of 
the Reformation, as Proteſtants, that the Scrip- 
zures are the only Rule of Faith; Let us uſe our 


beſt Endeavours to remove the great Obſtacles that 


lie againſt the Study of them; Let us do whit 
we can, that. learned Men m: 7 have Full Liberty 


to ſtudy the Scriptures freely and impartially; 


good Incouragement given them to go through 


the Labour and Difficulties of ſuch a Study, not 


ſlightly and ſuperficially, but with ſuch Appli- 
cation and Diligence as the nature of the Thing 
requires; and have Leave to ſpeak their Senſe 
with all manner of Safety: That their Opinions 
may be examin'd fairly and with Temper , that 
their Names be not unjuſtly loaded with Calumny 17 
and Slander; that how Words and Actions may 
be interpreted with the ſame Candour, as is ſhown 
to thoſe that differ from them : That, 1f what 
they advance be right, it may be received ; if 


wrong, their Errors may he refuted, as the Miſe 


takes of learned Men on other Subjects; If doubt- 


ful, and the Scriptures ſay fo little, or ſpeak ſo 


obſcurely, that nothing cin certainly be decided 
either way, that then no body may be obliged 


to take. either Side as neceſſary « That, whether 
their Notious be right or wrong, their Perſuns © 
may in all Events be ſafe, and their Maintenance 
not affected by it: That, as long as they live 
_ virtuouſly, and write with all due Modeſty and 
good Manners, and advance nothing that bre: ks. 


in upon Mor ality and Gover mnent, they may be 


treated in all reſpects as Thoſe are or ought to be 
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who imploy themſelves in any other Part of 


uſeful Learning. | SEN. 
I T muſt add, let them be never fo much in 
the Wrong, I can apprehend no Danger from it 


to the Church ; or that the Errors of a few Men, 


can have any conſiderable In H uence in oppoſition 
to a great Body of a vigilant and learned Clergy, 
who will be always able and ready to defend the 
received Notions, if they can be defended ; and 
if they cannot, it muſt be allowed they ought not. 
But if ſome Inconveniencies would ariſe from the 
Liberty 1 contend for, they are nothing in com- 


pari ſon of thoſe that muſt follow from the want 


"an. 5 ON 
Till there is ſuch a Liberty allowed to Clergy- 


men; till there is ſuch a Security for their Repu- 


tations, Fortunes, and Perſons; I fear] muſt 


add, till ſo difficult a Study meets with propor- 
tionable Encouragement ;, *tis impoſlible a ſincere, 
impartial and laborious Application to it, ſhould 
generally prevail: And till it does, it is as im- 
poſſible the Scriptures ſhould be well underſtood : 


Hd till they are, they are a Rule of Faith in 
ame only. For tis not the Words of Scripture, 


but the Senſe, which is the Re And ſo far as 
That is not underſtood, ſo far the Scriptures are 
not our Rulz Whatever we pretend; but the 


Senſe that Men have put on them; Men fallible 


as our ſelves, and who were by no means fo well 


furniſhed, as the Learned at preſent are, with 
the proper Helps to find out the true Meaning 
of Scripture. And while we take the Senſe of 
the Scriptures in this manner hon Content, and 
£ Et: | | | ſee 


(#5) 


ſee not with our own Eyes; we inſenſibly re- 
lapſe into the Principles of Popery, and give up 
the only Ground on which we can juſtifie our Se- 
paration from the Church of Rome. Iwas a 
Right to ſtudy and judge of the Seriptures for 
themſelves, that our firſt Reformers aſſerted with 


ſo good effect; and their hays can defend 


their adherence to them, on no other Principle. 


lf then we are concerned for the Study of the 
Scriptures, further than in Words; if we in 


carneſt think them the only Rule of Faith; let us 
ac as if we thought ſo: Let us heartily encourage 


z free and Impartial Study of them; Let us lay 


alide that malignant, arbitrary, perſecuting, Popiſh . 


Spirit; Let us put no Fetters on Mens Under- 
ſtandings, nor any other Bounds to their En- 


quiries, but what God and Truth have ſet. Let 
us., if we would not give up the Proteſtant 
Principle, that the Scriptures are plain and clear 
ſin the neceſſary Articles; declare nothing to be 

neceſſary, but what is clearly revealed in them. 

Then may we hope to ſee the Study of theſe 
Divine Books ſo happily cultivated by the united 


Labours of the Learned, when under no Diſ- 
couragements; thar All may in the Main agree 


in the true Meaning of them. Places that can be- 
under ſtood, they will agree in underſtanding alike ; 

ſuch at leaſt as are of Conſequence to the Faith. 
And for ſuch as are 790 obſcure to be cleared up 


with any certainty, thoſe likewiſe they will agree 


about, and unanimouſly confeſs they are ſuch 
as no Article of Faith can be grounded upon, 
or proved from. Next to the underſtanding 


_ 


ren 
a Text of Scripture, is to know it can't be 
certainly underſtood. When the clear and 
dark Parts of Scripture are thus diſtinguiſhed, an 
Unity may then reaſonably be hoped for among 
Proteſtants in neceſſary Points; And a Difference 
of Opinion in ſuch as are not neceſſary, can have no 
manner of il Conſequence, nor any way diſturb the 
Peace of the Chuach; ſince there will then be 
nothing left in its Doctrines, to inflame Mens 
Paſſions, or feed their corrupt Interefts, when we 
are all agreed about what is eſſential to Religion; 
and what is not eſſential, is lookt on as indifferent ; 
fo that a Man may take one Side, or the other, or 
neither, or may change, as he fees Reaſon, with- 
out Offenſe, X, * 
Upon the whole, a free and impartial Study of 
the geriptures, either ought to be encouraged, or 
it ought not. There is no Medium; and there- 
fore thoſe who are againſt one Side, which ever 
it be, are neceſſarily Eſporſers F the other. 
Thoſe who think it ought not to be encouraged, 
will, I hope, think it no Injury to be thought 
to defend their Opinion upon ſuch Reaſons as 
have here been brought for it, till they give 
| better. On the other hand, thoſe who think 
ttheſe R=aſons inconcluſive, and can't find better; 
| will find themſelves obliged to confeſs, that 
ſuch à Study ovght to be encouraged ; and con- 
ſequently mult take care how they are acceſſory 
1 to ſuch Practices, as in their natural Conſequence 
| can't but tend to its Diſcouragement ; Leaſt 
they come into the Condemnation of thoſe who 
love Darkneſs rather than Light, and for their 
# Puniſh- 
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Puniſhment, be finally adjudg'd to it. There 
is in this Caſe no other Medium between Encou- 
raging and Diſcouraging, but what there is be- 
tween Light and Darkneſs. Every Degree of 
Darkneſs, is a want of ſo much Light; and all 
want of Light, 1s a certain Degree of Darkneſs. 
To refuſe then a greater Degree of Light, where 
it can be had; is in truth to prefer Darkneſs : 
Which, in my humble Opinion, can never be 
s reaſonable or excuſable. Thoſe who are of 
another Mind, plainly diftruſt themſelves or their 
> Cauſe. Which if it can bear the Light, why 
3 FF ſhould it not be ſhown in it? But if it cannot, 
r f *tis not the Cauſe of God, or of the Son of God; 
For God is Light, and in him is no Darkneſs ; 
and the Son of God is the True Light, which 
F  lgbteth every Man that cometh into the World, 
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